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Authority, part 1

Cross Talk

‘But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’
and not do the things which I say?’ Luke 6:46
Christ the Authority

 ‘And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been

given to Me in Heaven and on earth’ Mt 28:18

 ‘Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among

themselves, saying, ‘What is this? What new doctrine is this? For
with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey Him’ Mk 1:27

Obedience to God has the shape of the Cross and is manifested through
obedience to subordinate authorities
 ‘Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the

things that are God’s’ Mk 12:17b

 We need to obey the instructions given to us at work, in the home,

at church, at school and by the government
 We need to humble ourselves and to refrain from argument and
judgment and to fulfill the instructions cheerfully (Lk 6:46-49)
 An obedient heart does not seek to please itself, nor does it yearn
to get the upper hand. It is not concerned with winning arguments
or coming out looking mightier or cleverer
 Thus obedience is not passiveness but an active humble action
Obedience to Christ through obedience to the family members
 Honoring our parents (Ex 20:12)
 Husband and wife are to be subject to one another out of reverence
for Christ (Eph 5:21-33)
Honoring our parents is a commandment of love
 It is the only commandment that has a promise (Eph 6:1-3)

 ‘Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the

land the Lord your God is giving you’ Exo 20:12

 This is the first Commandment in the list of the six Commandments

that speak about our relationships with other people
Why should we honor our parents?
 The Bible confirms that there is a relationship between honoring
parents and honoring God (Mal 1:6; Mt 15:1-9; Eph 6:1-3)
God used the language of parenting about Himself
 In the Old Testament, the concept that God was the Father of the
nation of Israel was well known (Dt 1:31; 8:5; Jer 31:9; Is 64:8)
 Jesus Christ also uses strongly maternal language about Himself

(Mt 23:37-39)

 Isaiah also compared God’s love to that of a mother (Is 49:15)

Christ personally honored His earthly parents and His Heavenly Father
 In Luke 2:51, we read how, after the young Jesus Christ had stayed
behind in the Temple, He was reunited with His parents and
returned with them to Nazareth and ‘was obedient to them’
 Christ’s first miracle was in obedience to His mother (Joh 2:1-11)
 While dying on the Cross, Jesus took care of entrusting His mother
to John so that He would take care of her (Jn 19:26-27)
 Jesus Christ honored God the Father in every detail of His life, in
every word He said and even on the Cross (Jn 16:28; 6:38; 14:31;

5:19; 1:1; 10:30; 6:44; 14:28; 8:49; 15:10; Mt 26:39)

Obedience between husband and wife out of reverence for Christ
 Husband and wife are no longer two independent individuals, but
one flesh. No marriage can work if the two do not sacrifice their
own wills in loving obedience
 Husband and wife are a typical example of the intimate union
between Christ Who is the bridegroom and His bride who is the
Church
 The wife is to cooperate with her husband, who is the head of the
family (Eph 5:22-24, 1 Tim 2:12)
 The husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the Church (Eph

5:23,25)

 Marriage, like monasticism, is a calling to a union with God

The pious or holy disobedience
 Every authority in the absence of God will be corrupt. As Christ’s
ambassadors, we obey it in everything except sin
 Even children are to correct their parents in a holy and loving way
where there is sin
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Verse to memorize
‘I delight to do Your will, O my God’ Psalm 40:8a
In my Prayer and Faith Autobiography Book

God acts

 Christ, the Authority, obeyed and honored His earthly parents and

His Heavenly Father

My reaction

 Am I honoring my parents the way Christ did?
 Is my relationship with my spouse as the relationship between

Christ and His Church?
During the coming week, let us pray expectantly
1. seeking the Lord’s will to be done in Lebanon
2. for CrossTalk to find a locale
3. for David, Gisele, Habib and Karim
4. to become more of saints and less of sinners
5. to seek the Lord in every word I say, every act I do and every thought I
think
6. to help in building His Kingdom by building His Church on earth
7. to deny ourselves, carry our cross and follow Him
8. to thank Him for creating us and each one around us, on His image and
likeness, and choosing us to reveal His splendor
9. to all the sick
10. to all those in prison

11.
12.
13.
14.

to the unity of the Christians
to one another to be honest and not lack integrity
to put all that we have in the Lord’s hands trusting His management
to all the Christians who are being persecuted, and to those who are
persecuting them
15. to all families, that the Lord unites the parents together in His Name and
stops all fights
16. to the situation in Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Iraq and the whole region
During this coming week, we will lift the Roman Catholic Church in prayer
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نَزَ َل من السّماء
الروح القدس،
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ال ُمنبَثق من اآلب واإلبن،
الّذي هو مع اآلب واإلبن
والرسل
يُس َجد لهُ ويُم َّجد النّاطق باألنبياء ّ
وبكنيسة واحدة ،جامعة ،مقدّسة ،رسوليّة
ونعت َرف بمعموديّة واحدة لمغفرة الخطايا
ونتر ّجى قيا َمةَ الموتى والحياة في الدَّهر اآلتي
آمين

الصالة الربّانيّة
أبانا الّذي في السّموات
َّس ﺇس ُمك
ليتقد ْ
ليأت ملكوتُك
ل ْ
تكن مشيئَتُك
كما في السّماء
كذلك على األرض
كفاف يومنا
أَعطنا خبزَ نا
َ
فر لنا ذنو َبنا وخطايانا
وا ْغ ْ
كما نحنُ نَغفر
لمن أَخطأ وأَساء ﺇلينا
وال تُدخلنا في التّجارب
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